
Ever wonder what it would be like to travel to a chosen destination 
where language barriers are not a concern? Join our publisher, 
Alina Cabral, and myself, as we share with you our adventures 
and experiences in a divine country, and appreciate the unique-
ness that VIP Escapes provides to the discerning traveler.

Imagine springtime in Paris! e city of love and a thousand other clichés. 
Needless to say, the start of a dream vacation! From the moment we reached 
our destination, a concierge from the VIP Escapes graciously greeted us at 
the gate handling all the details; from collecting our luggage to ushering us 
to the front of the line in customs, transporting us in style through the busy 
streets of Paris and its surroundings, delivering us to our deluxe hotel. Built 
in 1855, Hotel de Louvre is known for its unique atmosphere, rich colors, 
modern style and architecture, and let’s not forget an excellent location from 
which to explore your first night in Paris!

As we arrived, Mikael Audebert, President and Founder of VIP Escapes. 
warmly greeted us. Once we were settled in, Mr. Audebert extended a lun-
cheon invitation to better acquaint us with the rest of the tour group. Dur-
ing our delightful lunch on the terrace, we were introduced to seven other 
travelers who were also partaking in this extravagant experience. Everyone 
we met was wonderful! You could feel a sense of contentment amongst our 
group. After our time getting acquainted, we all decided to venture through 
Paris and get familiar with its enchantment. In the great local tradition of the 
flâneur, or thoughtful boulevard-stroller, we found Paris to be a breathtak-
ing city for aimless wandering. Relaxed quarters such as the vibrant Marais, 
elegant St. Germain and romantic Montmartre are the ideal locales for street 
browsing, shopping and café-sitting. Everywhere you look, historic landmark 
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buildings and contemporary architectural wonders remind you of 
the city’s pride and splendor. One of the first places we visited was 
e Musee du Louvre, home of the “Mona Lisa” and her legendary 
smile, along with many other works of art. Built in 1793 and having 
undergone a modern day makeover, e Musee du Louvre exhibits 
a magnificent glass pyramid making it instantly recognizable around 
the world. Another one of our stops was Chateau de Versailles, resi-
dence of King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, displaying lavish 
antiquity and amazing grounds with masterful and playful mazes, 
statues, ponds and vast canals that, in a past era, allowed ships to 
travel directly to the Chateau.  

After a wonderful two-day excursionof enjoying the inner beauty 
of Paris, it was time to leave the hustle and bustle of France’s busy 
city and head South to Le Chateau Curzay, our next home. A splen-
did Chateau set in the heart of an immense parkland on the banks 
of a river, this castle showcases beautifully decorated rooms, a terrace 
with majestic cedars, a pool in the shade of the XII century tow-
ers, and the delicious aroma of innovative cuisine prepared by their 
Chef, offered us a haven of calm and serenity. Once again, our Con-
cierge exceeded our expectations by furnishing us with this lifetime 
experience. “A place where you feel like royalty,” was a statement 
made by one of our travelers as we arrived at the Chateau. Expect-
ing nothing but the best, dinnertime was superb! Beforehand, Chef 
Nicolas Isnard paid us a visit and provided us with mouth-watering 
cuisines to choose from. Such a jovial man with incredible talent. 
Presentation was a big part of the meal as well. Mouth-watering 
dishes carefully placed on dainty china seemed to arrive at our table 
non-stop. We had to laugh when we thought the show was over after 
the first wave of desserts, only to be served again and again more dis-
plays of delectable delights. Amazingly enough, none of us felt full! 
Now it was time for us to praise the talented Chef and thank him 
for a splendid dinner. Our next day, Mikael had arranged a day of 
traveling on the Poitou Charentes Region by boat. We all took some 
incredible photos during this trip, which was commandeered by a 
man with a big oar in the back. Mesmerizing lanes of water with 
sleepy swaying trees guided us for miles. It was so peaceful and relax-
ing watching the horses graze alongside the river, and views that are 
hard to discern where the land ends and where the water begins. 
“How do you put such a unique and pleasurable outing together 

Mikael?” I asked mesmerized observing how everyone seemed to 
loose themselves in the enchantment of the moment. “It’s simple,” 
Mikael proceeded to respond, “We believe in providing the best 
services and products to our clients, and because of our belief, we’ve 
tested all the establishments we recommend to ensure our clients 
have the best experience whereever they travel. is makes us unique 
from the competition. Also, when a client comes to us, we stand by 
their side before, during and beyond their journey.” A true statement 
to say the least. Mikael also proceeded to share with me that limiting 
his tours to a small group has allowed his clients to feel more at ease 
and because of that, he and his staff have the opportunity to cater 
to each individual’s needs. Mikael and the staff at VIP Escapes have 
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From Left to Right: Mikael Audebert, CEO and Founder of VIP Es-
capes; Alina R. Cabral, CEO and Publisher of Upscale Living Maga-
zine; and Eric Cachart, owner of Le Cháteau Curzay.

truly created a wonderful recipe for those who want to travel the 
world and indulge in the uniqueness of their chosen destination.

Yet another fabulous site awaits us — Les Deux Abbesses Hotel, 
positioned on the tiny hilltop village of Saint Arcons d’Allier. Built 
back in the 12th century, and once the home of priests and nuns of 
that era, it provides yet another unique cultural experience. As we 
met our cordial and friendly owner, we observed many magnificent 
restored cottages, which were transformed into these eclectic and 
modern rooms with lavish decorations. In the main lobby of the ho-
tel, the owner’s rabbit theme was displayed throughout the walls and 
dining room tables, a distinctive and charming touch. Once settled 
in, we decided to meet for a glass of wine to celebrate yet another 
wonderful day in on our tour. From atop the hill, we viewed a river 
below with white fluffy sheep dotting the hillsides. It was truly a 
breathtaking sight! As we enjoyed our drinks and aperitif in the gar-
den, musical chimes announced the dinner hour. We are presented 
with a delectable dinner in a resplendent dining room where the 



meal prepared by the hostess will be simply served in soft candlelight by 
smiling “serveuses.” An exceptional setting! 

e next day, a couple in our group decided to surprise us by planning 
a picnic alongside the river. Chilling our wine and champagne in the 
cold water of the flowing riverside, we were entertained with their funny 
stories and exhilarating companionship while partaking in the delicacies 
of assorted cheeses and lunch meats, amongst other provisions. A special 
time spend with new friends. 

All good things must come to an end and our last dinner together was 
spent reminiscing our time and exchanging contact information to stay 
in touch. Mikael was very conscientious and thoughtful about everyone 
in the group, and we all made it home with our souvenirs, digital images, 
and memories that will remain with us for a lifetime. e VIP Escapes 
will continue to be our concierge for our travel needs. Our experience 
has been not only exuberant but unique. We were able to enjoy our trip 
without feeling the pressure of participating in events that were not en-
joyable to us. Mikael Audebert has the charisma, professionalism, and 
knowledge to carry his vision while executing the uniqueness of traveling 
with class, rapport and luxury. ank you Mikael and VIP Escapes for 
this wonderful experience!ª
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